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TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 



May it please Your Majesty, 

We, the undersigned Visitors of the College of Maynooth, in pursuance 
of the provisions of the Act passed in the session held in the eighth and ninth 
years of Your Majesty’s reign, entitled, “ An Act to amend two Acts passed in 
Ireland for the better Education of Persons professing the Roman Catholic 
Religion,” &c. ; and also “ An Act passed in the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom for amending the said two Bills,” held, on Tuesday the 22nd day of 
June, 1847, a Visitation of said College. 

We, having assembled at 12 o’clock in the Professors’ House, and arranged 
the order of inquiry, called in the Superiors and Professors apart from the 
students, and asked if they had any matter of importance connected with the 
College to submit for our consideration previous to our proceeding to the Public 
Hall. No suggestion having been made, we repaired to the Great Hall of the 
College, where the Superiors, Professors, and students were assembled. The 
Senior Dean called over from the list the names of the Superiors, Professors, 
and students.' It appeared that all the Superiors and Professors, 19 in number,’ 
were in attendance ; and that of the students, 3/8 answered to their names, 4 
were sick, and 138 had gone home on vacation, at the recommendation of 
Dr. Corrigan ; who, for precaution, recommended that the number of residents 
in the College should be reduced as much and as soon as possible after the 
termination of the academical year. 

The President was asked whether he had any complaint to make, or any 
statement to offer to us. He replied, that, he had no complaint to make ; that 
nothing had occurred in the College which called for any control, beyond the 
exercise of the ordinary authority ; nothing more than a few occasional depar- 
tures from the strict discipline of the establishment, which may be expected to 
happen from time to time. 

A similar inquiry was made of the Professors, afterwards of the students. 
No complaint or statement was made in reply. We then inquired whether the 
President, Vice-President, or any of the Superiors, Professors, or students, had 
anything to communicate on the subject of the sanatory state of the College. 
The President stated, that there were, in the early part of the year, some cases 
of influenza in College, but that it did not prevail to any considerable extent ; 
that it was not severe, and soon disappeared ; and that there were no cases 
of fever. 

We inquired whether the oath of allegiance had been taken by the students. 
The President stated that it had been taken in the usual way at the quarter 
sessions by all the students, except one or two, who were sick when the sessions 
were held ; and that they would, at the next opportunity afforded by the sitting 
of the ensuing quarter sessions, take the oath. 

Inquiry was then made as to the accommodation of the students. The 
President stated, that their accommodation had been somewhat improved ; the 
number of rooms being the same as last year, and the number of students bavin® 

B 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




2 SECOND REPORT OF THE 

fcocn somewhat diminished ; the average number throughout the year hem" 515 
Some furniture had been supplied to 70 of the students’ rooms, of a better 
description than the former, and it was in contemplation to extend similar 
accommodation to the other apartments. Instead of leaving to the students the 
performance of certain menial offices, (as the cleaning out of the rooms the 
cleaning oi their shoes, and some others of that kind,) these offices are ’now 
performed by servants. 

w It , w£ ! s fisher stated to us, that repairs had been made by the Board of 
Works in some of the lecture-rooms. It has been deemed advisable to incur no 
expense, m future, winch is not absolutely unavoidable, with a view to the 
completion of the buildings designed for the College. Some further repairs are 
to be made during the ensuing vacation. With respect to the dietary, the 
President stated, that it consists of three meals : breakfast at nine o’clock 
except on Sundays and Wednesdays, on which days it is about a quarter of an 
hour earlier ; dinner at three o’clock, and further refreshment at eight o’clock 
m the evening. Breakfast consists of cocoa, bread, and butter. Butter was 
introduced at tins mea within the last year. Dinner, on days on which meat is 
allowed according to the discipline of the Roman Catholic Church, consists of 
beef or mutton, boiled or roasted, on alternate days; bread and vegetables, 
including potatoes, when they could be procured: the drink at dinner, is beer 
or w ater, at the choice of the student. 

The meagre days are all Fridays throughout the year, certain other days in 
Bent and Advent, and stated days at other periods of the year. On Fridavs the 
diet at dinner consists of bread, butter, and eggs, together with pie, (usually of 
apples, gooseberries, or rhubarb in the season,) or, occasionally, rice pudding 
* ™ 1S occasionally substituted for this diet, chiefly in Lent and Advent. ° 
We then inquired respecting the duties and salaries of the Superiors and 
Piofessois, m reply to which the following statement was furnished : 

The Very Rev. L. T. Renelian, D.D., President, is charged with the general 
SriZl the College in all its departments, the enforcement of the 
statutes and bye-laws, the correspondence relating to the College and its students. 

t0 " eet Public expenses 

■ ^beRev. Robert Whitehead, Vice-President, is obliged to assist the President 

whm th^P^d ° f i f he dutles ° f his office . and to perform these duties himself 
when the President is sick or absent. His salary is 3221. per annum. 

The Rev. M. Gaffney, D.D., Senior Dean, salary 260/. 

The Rev. W. Lee, D.D., Junior Dean, salary 237/. 

The Rev. John Gunn, Second Junior Dean, salary 237/. 
dnSf 'f 0 ™, 1 ! 1 ™ d “V ° f the ‘broe Deans is to instruct the students in the practical 

tt^cramtir; 111 ! 11 - 6 c t ~ ies 0f t!le cilurci ’ aad in the administration of 
tiie sacraments to tram them up to virtue and piety ; to visit their rooms and 
study halls ; and to assist at their several exercises of religion. 

students^ lias ^wirti ‘pbanlon, PbD-, Librarian and Prefect of the Dmboyne 
cW Martini to rt asslst! ? ts ’ ‘bu cure of the library, and, as Prefect, the 
cna e ol attending to the conduct, and of presiding at the conferences of the 
Dunboyne students. They are 20 m number ; 4 of whom belong to the province 
ofLe raster, 4 to Connaught, 6 to Ulster, and 6 to Munster They ie selSted 

^Se CoUelT^Tte Snn^ 110 'T® C °“ Pl ®u ed the ordinary course of studies 
i? p SU FT?X b ° m ^ e selection are the President, the 
Theolow rnitbe f hC Dlm b°yue establishment, the Professors of 
most ffiSnifalSd rtf ™- *?? ne ” e selected bQt such students as have been 
Sents ™ their residence m the College, for talents, acqnire- 
DiSrXfr P r ty Besldes reTis “g ‘he whole course of 

have fi “ s boi. they read, during the three years they 

coXdse tlm Itoaii 3 ? 6 sever al other treatises, all of which 

comprise the great body of dogmatical and moral theology In addition to 

tlto stady of c™ £T d considerable portion of each of the three years to 
subjected to two and Ecclesiastical History. The Dunboyne students are 

fo JanulrJ the m the course of the academical year- one 

ary ’ ‘be °thei in June; at the latter of which they are obliged to answer 
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on the entire matter of the year’s study. Six or eight of the most distin- 
guished amongst them are appointed to hold, in the presence of the Trustees 
and the whole community, at the end of each academical year, a public disputa- 
tion on certain matters put forth for the purpose in a printed document deno- 
minated “ Thesis Theologica.” 

The Rev. T. Farelly, Bursar, attends to the accounts, superintends the ser- 
vants, and manages the entire expenditure and temporalities of the College. 
His salary is 260/. per annum. 

The Rev. Edward O’Reilly, Professor of Divinity, presides over the first 
division of the first senior class. 

The Rev. P. A. Murray, D.D., Professor of Divinity, presides over the second 
division of the first senior class. 

The Rev. G. Crolly, Professor of Divinity, presides over the second senior 
class. The abovenamed three Professors give eight lectures per week in 
theology, of an hour’s continuance, to the students of their respective divisions 
of the second senior classes, varying in number from 25 to 98. The salary 
of each is 260/. per annum. 

The Rev. T. Furlong, Professor of Divinity, presides over the third senior 
class, and gives nine lectures in theology per week, of an hour’s continuance, to 
the students of his class. His salary is 260/. per annum. The lecture hour in 
the above-named classes of theology is occupied in the following manner : — Each 
Professor, adhering to the general order of the text-book, delivers to his class a 
viva voce explanation, generally in Latin, on any matter coming in course before 
him, which is not explained with sufficient fulness or accuracy in the class 
treatise. The portion of the lecture hour that is not taken up with this expo- 
sition, is occupied in the interrogation of the students ; during which time they 
are obliged to evolve the proofs of the proposition under discussion, to answer 
interrogatories, or to solve the objections proposed to them by the Professors. 
The system of interrogation is so conducted that no student knows at what 
lecture hour he may be called on to account for his studies. 

- The Rev. J. Dickson, Professor of Scriptures and Hebrew, gives two lectures 
each week on the Holy Scriptures to 160 students ; one lecture of an hour, and 
the other of an hour and a half’s continuance. This course embraces a period 
of three years, during the entire period of which the students appointed to that 
class are obliged to attend. He gives, besides, one lecture in Hebrew, each week, 
of an hour and a half’s duration. This course embraces a period of two years. 
The manner of conducting the class of Scripture is as follows : — The students are 
interrogated, during one portion of the period of the course, for two hours in the 
week, on the interpretation of the New Testament, and for another portion of 
the period on the interpretation of a part of the Book of Genesis. The remain- 
ing half hour in each week is generally devoted to the delivery of a lecture on 
some of these subjects, which are usually treated in general introductions to the 
study of the Scriptures. Hence these lectures embrace the question of the 
inspiration of the Scripture, the canon of Scripture, the history of the text and 
versions of the Scriptures. For a portion of the time devoted to this course, the 
lectures turn upon the special introductions to some of the books of the Old 
Testament, in which introductions is discussed the question of the author of the 
book, or of the time at which it was written, together with the analysis of the 
subject and matter. His salary is 260/. per annum. 

The Rev. C. W. Russel, D.D., Professor of Ecclesiastical History, gives one 
lecture of an hour and a half, and two lectures of an hour, each w r eek, to 160 
students. His salary is 260/. per annum. 

The Rev. N. Callan, Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, 
gives nine lectures, of at least an hour each in the week, to a number of students 
varying from 70 to 80. His course of lectures embraces Wood’s Algebra, 
Darrel’s Geometry (so far by way of revision for a class that previously read 
both), Darrel’s Plane and Spherical Trigonometry, and the Cambridge course, 
by Vince and Wood, of Mathematics, Conic Sections, Astronomy, Hydrostatics, 
Pneumatics and Optics, together with Electricity, Galvanism, and Electro-Mag- 
netism : all the philosophical sciences are proved and illustrated by experi- 
ments. By requiring, as it is intended, hereafter, from the students entering 
the class of Natural Philosophy, a better preliminary knowledge of Algebra 
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and Geometry, it is expected that the Professor will be able to devote one 
month m the academical year, exclusively, to lectures on Chemistry. Since the 
last Visitation he has made a very important improvement in the construction 
and use of the galvanic battery, by substituting, for platina, platinized or 
glided lead, or platinized or cromed cast-iron ; and for nitric acid a solution of 
common nitre. He has found that the platinized leaden battery is the most 
powerful battery yet constructed ; that it is more powerful than a platina one 
even of the same size; whilst the cost of the platinized lead for the former is 
not the sixtieth part of the cost of the platina for the latter. He has also 

ShstitnHon ‘f 6 .f xp ? nse working a battery is very much diminished by the 
substitution of nitre for nitric acid. J 

The Rev. Joseph Behan, Professor of Logic, Metaphysics, and Ethics <rives 
nine lectures per week, of an hour’s duration each, to a class of about 80 pupils 
. he text-books are the Lyons Logic, and the work on Metaphysics and Ethics 
m tira yoiunies, written by the late Rev. Dr. Anglade, formerly a Professor of 
the College. In the treatise on Logie, the students are taught the Dialectics of 
the Schoolmen, which is substantially the same as the old Aristotelian Lo°-ic 
togetlier with the most improvements in the science of Logic contained in the 
woiks of modem logicians. The Metaphysics comprise all those truths 
regarding the existence and attributes of the Deity, which reason, unaided by 
Revelation can discover and demonstrate; together with the philosophy of the 
human mmd. In the E thics are explained the elementary principles of moral 
philosophy. His salary is 2371. per annum. 

•O M'Carthy, Professor of Rhetoric and of first class of Greek 

finmX’’ t . eache i 6 f f“ d “ ts ' r m - mne Iectures P er week, a course of Rhetoric 
horn Longinus, Quintilians Institutes, Horace's Art of Poetry, Cicero de 
Oratore, and the Anonymous Dialogue on the Decline of Eloquence, illustrated 
by the speeches of Demosthenes ; the sermons of St. Chrysostom, with extracts 
from the Greek Fathers selected by the Professor. The students are required 
to compose m Greek and Latin, as well as to give written translations of the 
most eloquent passages that occur in the classical authors, which form the 
subject oi the lectures He teaches the science of Geometoy, toefudi™ suw 
faces, solids, and their relations, to which two of the nine lectures given iii each 

week are devoted The text-book is the Geometry published by The Rev Dr 

Darrel, a former Professor of the College. 

The Rev. D. Gargan, Professor of Humanity, or second class of Greek and 
Lata, continues to give mne lectures each week, to a class of students varyino- 
in number from 25 to 46 ; viz., two lectures in Algebra, from the text of WoTd’1 
Al D ebra, and seven in Greek and Latin. The classical authors are cliieflv 

U&’ h The E SuT' ? “ d V° mer T redi; and Livy ’ Cicero ' and Horace in 
eve” we* 3150 re 1 mred to write Greek md Latin compositions 

The Rev. Mathew Kelly, Professor of English Rhetoric, gives four lectures 

pos tionmrOmtn 61 '™^ Hist ° 17 of the En S Iisk Language, on Corn- 
aIld - tW0 leo , tures each week on the French Language. 
JA p -5 1 h f leotures are ? lve “ 011 ‘he mornings of Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 

SKt, r* a°' clo , ck - The “ iectos ’ 

XuvP, mi 11 1 cl ° ck , on , Wednesday, and from one to two o’clock p.m. on 
Saturday. The class-book m English lectures is Jameson’s Grammar ofRhe- 

BlaS P?nf XTXrTTp leC n’ r f com P iled by the Professor from Burke, 
ff w’l- P ’ Dryian >. Campbell ; and Longinus, Demetrius Phalereus, Dionysius 

a.5E,16.S",i s * **■ -«>-•*” "Ml 

on? XiLXVXoubr “ e a enillS p each week is deTOted t0 declamation, and 
class Th^Tnbiect! P f S dmg essays, composed by the students of the 
selyls- but sXftiX f e Xl S “ re g enerally elected by the students them- 
X f T S he y6ar subjects are Prepend by the Professor, 
have X henX f i T , the ooooposrfron publicly, that the whole class may 

attended by Ml the RhX--™ X ° f its members ’ The ^ lectures are 
, b 7 *“ the Rhetoricians and Humanists, and those of the Logic Class 
who read logic on entering the College. The ’number in the Frencf ClaSTs 
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60 ; the class-book is Bossuet’s Universal History. French composition is 
written by tlie/wBole class at the end of the year. The number of students 
tins yeai is about 120. His salary is 237/. per annum. 

The Rev. James Tully, Professor of the Irish language, gives four lectures 
each week on the Grammar, Structure, and Translation of the Irish language, 
iiie number of students during the last academical year was about 50 His 
salary is 23//. per annum. 

We then proceeded to visit the kitchen, larder, bread and butter store, and 
egg room, and found them aiiy and cleanly. We inspected the meat hung up 
m the larder ; also the meat in progress of being cooked, and which was after- 
wards served up at the students’ tables in the refectory. We consider it to be 
ot excellent quality, and well dressed. In the refectory we had the gratification 
. hearing from one of the Trustees who accompanied us, that the greatest 
improvement was visible there, especially in point of neatness of table, decency, 
and convenience of attendance. Visiting the students’ rooms, we observed those 
improvements in the furniture, which was mentioned to us by the President. 
1 he study and lecture-halls were found to be very ill suited to the purposes for 
™ l l \7 w f e fended, the floors of only two of them being boarded; 
those of the others badly flagged, and all the halls very badly ventilated. The 
state of those halls, as well as of the students’ apartments, shows the necessity 
of using every possible expedition in forwarding the new buildings, which we 
regret to find so long delayed. It is, however, to be observed, that the founda- 
tions originally designed were not sufficiently deep, and it became necessary to 
sink them to what is now considered the proper depth. Probably this alteration 
may have necessarily occasioned the delay which has occurred. 

The following- statement ivas then laid before us of the entrance and colle- 
giate course of studies; of the hours appointed for study; of the public 
exammations and literary exercises of the College 



Entrance Course , as printed and published in the Irish Clmcal Directory, for the 
direction of the College Examiners. 

lst entrancc into the lowest class in the College, the class of Humanity 
the candidate must answer satisfactorily in the lst and 2nd books of de Bello 
Gal boo of Caesar s Commentaries ; Sallust; Virgil’s Eclogues ; lst, 2nd, 3rd, and 
4th books of the iEneid ; Horace’s Epistles; Cicero’s four Orations against Cati- 
Go |P® lof St. Johu; Lucian’s Dialogues, lst book; and 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd books of Xenophon’s Cyropaedia; Murray’s Abridgment of 
the English Grammar; a short system of Geography ; Algebra, as far as Qua- 
dratic Equations included; and six books of Euclid in Darrel’s Geometry. 

2nd. For entrance into Rhetoric, besides the foregoing authors, with the 
portion of mathematical knowledge specified : Cicero’s Orations on the Manilian 
Law, for Archias, Milo, Marcellus, andLigarius; 1st, 2nd, and 3rd books of 

.? £l aUd f ’ 5th ’ ? th ’ 7th > and 8th books of the ASneid ; 

st, 3id, 4th, and 1 Oth Satires of Juvenal: Greek — Enchiridion of Epictetus ; 
Xenophons Anabasis, the lst and 2nd books; and the lst, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th of 
Homer s Iliad. ’ 

3rd. For admission into the Logic Class, besides the foregoing authors and 
the amount of mathematical knoivledge specified : 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th books 
of Livy; Cicero s Offices ; Virgil’s Georgies; four first books of the ^Eneid • 
and Horaces Art of Poetry. Greek-5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th books of Homer’s 
Iliad ; Demosthenes Philippics, and de Corona ; Longinus de Sublimitate. 



College Course. 

The first year of the Course the student attends all the lectures of the Pro- 
fessor of Humanity in Algebra, and in Greek and Latin Classics ; all the 
lectures of the Professor of English; and also two lectures per week, given 
the 1 Bible 1 fte Vlce - Pre8ldent ’ 011 the Catechism and the Historical Books of 

The second year he attends the prescribed lectures of the Professor of 
Rhetoric, and those of the Vice-President and Professor of English as in the 
preceding year. ° ’ 
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The third year he attends the lectures of the Professor of Logic, Meta- 
physics, and Ethics ; also those of the Professor of French,' nr d. in some in- 
stances, the lectures of the Professor of English ; and the fourth he aevotes to 
the study of mathematics and natural philosophy, under the Professor of that 
department, who teaches the course already specified. The four following 
years the students attend the lectures of the four Professors of Theology, for 
one year each ; the lectures of the Professor of Scriptures during three years ; 
of the Professor of History the entire time ; and of the Professor of Hebrew 
and Irish during one or two years at discretion. All the students of the College 
attend at three terms of the year, which occupy in the whole a space of eight 
weeks, daily lectures on elocution, recitation, and delivery. Every student is 
required to spend seven hours (in April and May eight) per day at private 
study, besides the hours at public lectures, which are, during four days, four 
hours with two lectures on Saturdays; three hours, one lecture on Wednesdays; 
and three hours on Sundays. They usually devote a good many hours each 
week to lighter study, over and above the time specified for preparation for their 
public lectures. 



Statement of the Number of Students, &c., in each Class, the 20th of April, 1845, April, 1 846 
and April, 1847. 





April 20tb, 1845. 


‘April 20 th, 1846. 


April 20th, 1847. 




Residing. 


Sick. 


Residing. 


Sick. 


Residing. 


Sick. 


Students on Dunboyne Establishment . 


14 




19 








1st Division of 1st Senior Class .... 


7 




24 








2nd Division of 1st Senior Class .... 


62 












2nd Senior Class 


68 












3rd Senior Class 


68 












Class of Mathematical and Natural Philosophy 


72 


4 


69 


2 




’9 


Class of Logic, Metaphysics, and Ethics . 
Class of Rhetoric, studying also Geometry . 


72 


2 


74 


6 






39 


3 


52 




62 




Class of Greek and Latin Classics, reading also 
Algebra 


26 




46 




41 


1 


Total 


428 


9 


512 


10 


520 


5 



The students of every class, besides being interrogated four, five, or six times 
a-year, according to the extent of the class, during lecture hour, are subjected to 
two public examinations, one in January and another in June ; in the latter of 
which they are rigorously examined in the entire course of the academical 
year : the more distinguished of them are selected to write compositions on 
certain questions or subjects chosen by their respective Professors. A premium 
is adjudged to the best composition in each department. The prize essay in 
the Dunboyne class, which is composed in English, and on some important 
point of Catholic doctrine, and to the best compositions in Greek, in Latin, in 
French, English, and Irish, are read by the composers in presence of the Trus- 
tees and the whole College community. 

A few of the beneficial results from the late provision of Parliament for May- 
nooth College were then stated to us : — 1st. The students receiving the enlarged 
education on the Dunboyne establishment, who had hitherto rarely amounted 
to 14, and many of whom were frequently called home before the expiration of 
the second year of their studies, on account of the scarcity of priests in their 
respective dioceses, have kept up their full number this year and the last, and 
will be most likely to remain in the College to the completion of their course. 

Their allowances have been raised from 20/. to 62/. 

Un nUD ? )er , free P* aces on the establishment has been increased from 250 
to 500 ; and while upwards of 200 students are there relieved from the burthen 
ol providing support and education in the College at their own expense, 250 
belonging to the senior classes receive 20/. per annum each to meet the contin- 
gent expenses to which they are liable. 

This increase of free places in the College has afforded the Trustees an 
opportunity to prolong the collegiate course of studies, from one of six years, 
" 110 1 was fi' ec l uei itly not completed, to an established course of eight years, as 
a general rule ; and has enabled the Bishops to permit their respective candi- 
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dates to read every part of the prescribed course; while hitherto, the want of 
priests for the discharge of parochial duties obliged them to curtail their studies 
in the College, by requiring them to pass over Rhetoric or Natural Philosophy, 
or both, and sometimes even a portion of their usual Theological studies. 

The increase of free places has also induced the College Examiners to insist 
rigorously on the full qualifications required in candidates for their admission, 
and by thus obliging the students to know a due portion of Algebra and Geo- 
metry before they enter the class of Natural Philosophy, they enable them to 
have a more accurate and extensive knowledge of that branch of science. 

The Visitation here closed at Four o'clock. 

We deem it right to state that the Visitation, on the whole, was very satisfac- 
tory, save that we have to express our regret that so little has been done as yet 
towards the completion of the new buildings designed for the College, and that 
so much time is likely still to elapse before the necessary accommodation for 
the enlarged number of the students shall be provided. 

LEINSTER. 

+ W. CROLLY, D.D., &c. 

+ D. MURRAY, D.D., &c. 

D. R. P1GOT. 
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